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 DVA Research Committee 

Application for Applied Research Program Funding



Attached is information on how to complete this Application.  
1.  Title of Research Project

	


2.  DVA National Manager with Responsibility for Research Project

	Name
	DVA business area
	Email
	Telephone

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3.  DVA Project Manager for Research Project

	Name and title
	DVA Section/Unit
	Email
	Telephone

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


4.  Other DVA Personnel Involved in Research Project

	Name and title
	DVA Section
	Email
	Telephone

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5.  Researcher and Organisation where the research will be conducted

	Name of Principal Researcher: Please attach a brief (one page) CV including examples of publications and funding grants received.



	Name of Research Partner: Please attach a brief (one page) CV including examples of publications and funding grants received.



	Organisation where research will be conducted




6.  Ethics

	Will this project require clearance by the DVA Human Research Ethics Committee? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


If yes, when will it be submitted to the Human Research Ethics Committee? 
     DATE:     /      /   
Will this project require clearance from the Australian Defence Human Research Ethics Committee (ADHREC)?                                                                                                                            FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Please note: Additional approval processes will be required for access to data held by DVA or Defence, if applicable. Ethics approval does not guarantee access to data.  


7.  Details of the research

	a)  Subject of the research



	b)  Research theme

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ageing issues for veterans
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Veterans mental health needs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Veterans physical health needs
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Promoting the use of DVA data
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Younger veterans and transition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: ____________________________________


(please specify)


	c)  Duplication  To avoid duplication, a search of has been conducted of research listed on the Ageing Research Online or other research registers eg Medline?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


	d)  Purpose of research



	e)  Trigger for the research



	f)  Details of project deliverables and milestones. If the application is successful these deliverables will be specified in the Services Agreement with DVA. 


	g) Research methodology (including intended data sources if applicable)
Category:


Choose one only

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cost analysis            FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evaluative research           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pilot or trial studies           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Market research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clinical trials            FORMCHECKBOX 
 Surveys                             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Epidemiological                 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statistical analysis

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: ___________________________________


(please specify)

Appropriateness:

Other details:




8.  Benefits for the Veteran Community

	a) Veteran group that will benefit

	b) Nature and extent of benefits


9. Implications for DVA

	a)  How will the research be used by DVA

	b)  DVA business areas that will use the research

	c)  Impact on future research

	d)  Other implications, including those for the Australian Defence Force (ADF)


10.  Details of funding (excluding GST).  
	a)  Supply a detailed budget for the funding needed



11.  Signatures

	
Name of DVA Project Manager:
Signature




Date

Name of Witness                                                  Signature                                                         Date

Name of DVA National Manager:

Signature




Date


Name of Witness                                           Signature                                                            Date




[PLEASE DELETE THIS SECTION WHEN SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION FORM]
HOW TO COMPLETE

Application for Applied Research Program (ARP) Funding

The following advice is offered to assist with the completion of the Application for funding under the DVA’s Applied Research Program (ARP).

The Application is best submitted to the Research Committee at least four weeks prior to the next meeting of the Committee’s Working Group.

Section1. Title of Research Project
Provide a short and accurate title of the proposed research project.

Section 2. National Manager with Responsibility for Research Project
Provide the name and contact details of the National Manager responsible for the research project to which the Application applies. 
If the project is State or Territory sponsored, details of the Deputy Commissioner need to be provided here.
Section 3. DVA Project Manager for Research Project
Provide details of the Section Manager responsible for the oversight of the research project that is the subject of the Notification/Application

The project manager will be available to assist and direct the researcher throughout the life of the project in relation to the Services Agreement deliverables being realised.  For example, the project manager is the person who will:

· liaise regularly with the researcher;

· monitor progress reports;

· monitor the quality of research methodology; 

· review progress in relation to the project timelines and budge; and

· facilitate dissemination of the findings of the research.


* Strategic Research Development can assist by providing you with contact details of a project manager and sponsor who may be suitable for your research project.


Section 4. Other DVA Personnel Involved in Research Project 
Provide details of other DVA officers who will support the project and who may be an alternative DVA contact point for the Project Manager, if required.
Section5. Researcher and Organisation where the research will be conducted
Provide the name of the principal researcher and any research collaborators or partners.

Also name the researcher organisation/institution where the research will be conducted.

Section 6. Ethics

Will this project require clearance by the DVA Human Research Ethics Committee?
To assist in determining whether the project needs to be considered by the HREC the following DVA intranet site can be referred to: http://www.dva.gov.au/health/ethics/ethicsindex.htm 
In part, the HREC Guidelines state that:

The primary role of an HREC is to protect the welfare and the rights of participants in research and the primary responsibility of each member is to decide, independently, whether, in his/her opinion, the conduct of each research proposal submitted to the HREC will so protect participants.

The DVA Human Research Ethics Committee considers ethical aspects of proposed research and takes into account social and moral implications of the research for the veteran community. It ensures that research involving the veteran community has a valid scientific purpose. It considers whether, in relation to medical research, personal information that is normally protected by the Privacy Act may be dealt with in ways that may infringe the Information privacy principles detailed in the Act. The Committee also monitors 'survey fatigue' amongst veterans and how that may impact on the integrity of information required of and received from them.

The Committee takes note of all DVA surveys and requests for information relevant to it. It does not consider requests for special access to medical records under the Archives Act 1983.

Finally, the Committee also has a role in monitoring research projects to their completion to verify that researchers have conformed to the protocol as approved.

If yes, when will it be submitted to the Human Research Ethics Committee?

The site also provides meeting dates of the HREC and dates by which Notifications/Applications are to be submitted for future meetings of the HREC.

Further information can be obtained from:

Sue-Ellen Keir on telephone: 02 6289 6204 or 
email: ethics.committee@dva.gov.au

Section 7. Details of the research

Applications are to provide the following information:

a) Subject of the research – identify who is being researched, for example, veterans, carers, Safety Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA) clients, partners, providers, staff etc.  Depending of the level of information required, this category could also identify specific veteran groups that are being researched, for example, Vietnam veterans, women in defence, indigenous veterans or World War 2 veterans.


b) Research theme – tick the appropriate box to indicate the major area of research interest that best describes the proposed research project.  The five options provided are the DVA research priorities.


c) Duplication – It is important that DVA research does not duplicate research that has already been completed, particularly if it has been funded by the Department.  For this reason a search should be undertaken of research registers to ensure this is not the case.

d) Purpose of research – indicate the research questions to be answered and the need for research in this area.


e) Trigger for the research – identify what instigated or triggered the research, for example, is there a gap in DVA knowledge in an area of policy development or program management that needs to be addressed before progress can be made in relation to a particular policy or service.


f) Details of research project deliverables and milestones – these will be key outcomes and indicators of progress.  As such they will need to be specified in the Services Agreement and monitored by the Project Manager.  There is benefit in being as specific as possible in detailing deliverables expected and including them in the Services Agreement between DVA and the researcher.

Deliverables will vary from project to project and could include data collection, data analysis, the preparation of interim and final reports and a contribution to a communication strategy (for example, a presentation by the researcher at a DVA Research Seminar).

Milestones will set out proposed start and end dates and significant deadlines at what points progress payments may be made by DVA.  These milestones will be clearly listed in the Services Agreement between the researcher and DVA.

g) Research methodology - Sufficient detail of how the research is to be conducted should be given to allow the Working Group and Research Committee to assess the quality and validity of the proposal.  Issues such as sample size, data collection methods and data analysis should be addressed.

Category – choose one option from the options listed that best describes the methodology to be adopted.

Appropriateness – describe why the category indicated above is the most appropriate to answer the research questions.

Other details – outline other relevant information in relation to the methodology to be adopted.
Section 8. Benefits for the Veteran Community
Veteran group that will benefit: Indicate whether veterans generally will benefit from the research or refer to specific groups that will benefit, for example Vietnam veterans or woman veterans.

Nature and extent of benefit: For example, the nature of the benefit may be in the form of improved understanding of veterans needs for assistance in the home.  The extent of the benefit may be the use of the research by a DVA business area reviewing services providing assistance for veterans in their homes.

If it is relevant, it could be mentioned that the benefits will accrue directly or indirectly and in the long or short term.

Section 9. Implications for DVA

a) How will the research be used by DVA: For example, to improve service delivery, to improve communication with veterans or to inform policy development.

b) DVA business areas that will use the research:  This at a minimum would be the business area sponsoring the research but ideally should include other business areas throughout DVA.  For example, the findings from a project sponsored by Mental Health Policy section would also be of interest to other policy and service delivery groups such as VVCS, Community Care, and Primary Care.

c) Impact on future research: For example will the research address a known need for particular information that has to date been unavailable, will it identify the need for further research, or will it build on past research.

d) Other implications: Indicate if there may be any implications for DVA that have yet to be addressed.  For example, will the research raise sensitive issues, attract media interest or will there be political and or financial consequences.
Section 10. Details of the funding (excluding GST) 

Attach a detailed budget for the funding sought under the ARP.

Section 11. Signatures

The Project Manager and National Manager identified at Section 2 and Section 3 respectively are to sign, date and have witnessed the Application. 
The completed Application can then be provided to research@dva.gov.au All enquires can be made by using the same email address. 
ID Number
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